REPORT TO: DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL EDUCATION COMMITTEE —

16 DECEMBER 2002

REPORT ON: CONSULTATION ON THE FUTURE OF DENOMINATIONAL
SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN DUNDEE — SUMMARY OF RESULTS

REPORT BY: DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

REPORT NO: 891-2002

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update the Education Committee on the summary of
results of the survey of parents/carers and staff of all Dundee City Council
denominational primary and secondary schools. This survey was carried out following on
the urgent decision of the Director of Education detailed in Report No 852-2002
approved in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation and entitled “Consultation on the
Future of Denominational Secondary Schools in Dundee”. A survey was carried out of
all parents and staff with regard to the future of denominational secondary school
provision in the City.

20 RECOMMENDATIONS

21 The committee is asked to
0] Take note of the contents of this report
(i) Forward the content of this report as evidence to a Best Value Review Working

Group for their consideration.

3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

3.1 None

4.0 LOCAL AGENDA 21 IMPLICATIONS

4.1 All questionnaire forms were printed on recycled paper.

5.0 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

51 None

6.0 BACKGROUND

6.1 This survey was carried out following on the urgent decision of the Director of Education

detailed in Report No 852-2002 approved in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation
and entitled “Consultation on the Future of Denominational Secondary Schools in
Dundee”. A survey was carried out of all parents and staff with regard to the future of
denominational secondary school provision in the City.
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6.2

6.3

6.4

7.0

7.1

Survey forms were sent to the families of all children attending denominational schools
in the city, and to the staff of all denominational schools in the city.

Survey forms were returned to the Education Department by Monday 2 December 2002.

An official count was carried out by Education Department staff following procedures
that are operational for School Board elections.

CURRENT SITUATION
The results of the survey were as follows:

Survey of families

Number Percentage of forms returned
Number of families surveyed 3639
Survey forms returned 1640 45.1

Option 1 — “Lawside Academy, St
John’s High School and
St Saviour's High
School should be 620 37.9*
retained on their present
sites, in their present
condition.”

Option 2 — “Lawside Academy and
St Saviour's High
School should be
merged and relocated in
a new school on a site 1008 61.4 *
at Kirkton Park and St
John’s  High  School
should be extended and
refurbished.”

Rejected Papers 12 0.7*

Survey of staff

Number Percentage of forms returned
Survey forms distributed 561
Survey forms returned 296 52.8
Option 1 45 15.2*
Option 2 243 82.1*
Rejected Papers 8 2.7*

*  As these figures have been rounded to one decimal place the sum of the result may
not add up to 100%

124 respondents (6.8% of those replying) chose one of the two options but also took the
opportunity to express feelings regarding the project via their questionnaire. Of these,
107 respondents who chose option 2 (8.9% of those who chose this option) chose to
express their objection to the site at Kirkton Park, and called for further discussion and
consultation over this aspect of the proposal.
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7.2

7.3

8.0

8.1

9.0

9.1

10.0

School Boards of denominational schools were contacted by the Director of Education
and asked to express a view regarding the options. Four boards responded. All chose
Option 2. Two Boards expressed concern over the site. These responses are attached.
The result of the survey indicates support for the merger of Lawside Academy and
St Saviour's High School on the site at Kirkton Park and the refurbishment of St John's
High School.

PROPOSAL

It is proposed that the Education Committee forward the content of this report as
evidence to a Best Value Review Working Group for their consideration.
CONSULTATION

Consultation on the contents of this report was carried out with the Chief Executive and
the Directors of Corporate Planning, Support Services and Finance

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers, as defined by Section 50D of the Local Government (Scotland)

Act 1973 (other than any containing confidential or exempt information), were relied on
to any material extent in preparing the above Report.

ANNE WILSON
Director of Education

5/12/2002

AW/NJ
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Dear Bre Wilsan,

it Bnvianr's Flink &
- MEMMH : s Ty
kenmbmstingil Seconalary Schools in Dundee

1 reter 1o youir recen lener sent 1o the Clerk o thas Board

Aller the vrginal proposals wirg put lorwasd, this boand subimivted thy beer dGaced
270k Agril 20021 10k Gsrmal respease 1o the supgpbstans comained n the PPP bookle,
whach hnd heen dastributed m Sovembor aed December of Ll yeai

The members of the School Boend do, very realistically, recognise thol natbers hove
pone 0N apeos since that 1ime At the most recent mesting of the Board, which was
leld an Tuesday 10th Sovember 2000, ihe “new” proposls were outlined 1w the
members By good fomene, we were appaised. tiough the offices of Mes Pauline
Ballie - s ol our parent members — of (e contenl of e leter thar wis 10 e s
Fromm ihe Convenos o] Vice-Consvenas of Bdacnlson the foldowing doy 1o the parenis
ol every chibd at Cothohie schaols mibis ey

That meetive of the Schoal Boand was folkvaed by a pofilse méeting - ammanged al
fairly shon moiice by the “Dundes Cribolic Parems’ Action Group™ o0 whech ke
jarerss of children presesiby o 82 Sovemor's Plizh School were inviied, (1 would
reciord that | am nof @ member of thal group ) Ieevicahly, & mimber of diffenng poims
ol wiew waere puat forward und ennvassed, These views were heard by elecied memhers
ol e muthomiy who were preses) ae the mesting

| have to record that there was & degres ol usease about Lthe swrding ol the ssaond
aptiom in the gquesionnaire weni with the letter from ibe Educabion Committee’s
Conpvensr and Vice-Uoanvenor As drafted and ae put 1o the parents, the impressson
wai cortanly given that the saly option svailable wes o new Catholic secondary
sithoal an ihe sae al Kirkion Park. Dusdee 28 was Feli, by o sizsble groap off these
present ad dhe mecting of parents, thit 0 wis no8 anly resisective, bt alse inequitehle,
o Jimit the choice ol site fior the mew school g0 the ane lscation
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1ihiok thit | can say, with abschite scomey, that o the seoond sgivm b been
chrafted i ibe followeng lerms -

Lonvsiady Acondesty wnd X2 Ko s Higle Kbl shuald fee anerpeel cised felocaeiod in a
aewe setawal eue or arie e e et remmecd, o S5 Bber v Kl Sl obenelal Be il
il i fesdaed

angl i the lmdd Been the apton put B dhe St Sasvieur’s parests, shen | am ijuaietly
coididens thit that proposal would have gnired the whole hearied suppon ol thas
schood community Howeser, this hoand sl Believes shat thore sl e a eonsmsas
fior two Catbolic Secondors Schools b bseconss ong oo g sibg to be ademalicd and
agrewsl

W think that # is lkely thot those porents from thos schaos) commamity who sobed in
Tavoier o the secomd aliemative may well hove quadified then acceptanee of the
secanad proposal by stating 0 ferms that the site tor the sew sclool 5 & marer whoeh
will reguire 1o beidemifiod and consibted upon, and thereafier the parems’ vieas be
takem ifilo g

Thank vou agam for maibing us 1o respond, and | ofler my apologies that ths nesponse
18 (e burred . Mothimg ever pru:::mdl at i slate paee these days!

¥ouurs ey,

w Lol
Sheriff Kevin A Veak—"
Sghoal Board Chairmin
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26" November 2002
[ipar Ms Wison

i i re of Denomenational

Thank you for your |eter of 18" Movember, Our School Board are strongly supportive of the
plan to merge Lewside Academy and Si Saviours High School and relocate the meanged
school anbo @ new site, with 5t John's High School being extended and refurbisfed.

Wi firmly beliews that this = the best option to socue the fulure of Cathalic Education within
the City of Dundee althawgh we have doubis as to whelher the location of the new school al
Kirkion Park is necessanly the bast option. We endersland howsver thial the choice of
pcalion will be par of the consuliation process o be carried oul with alfecied parents al
prirmary and secordary Schoo lavels.

W walcoma the commitment of the Education Suthority bo prodece Catholic schoaols fit for
the twenty first cantury and look forward fo Baming of the decwsion of the Education
Commitbes in dug courss

in {he meantime | rebun the compsted questionnaine
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bvan J.G, I:'E!"ﬂEﬂIEI. t

Chairrnam
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QUESTIONMARE ON THE FUTURE OF DEMOMINATIOMAL EEEEPQ‘Q}'E.BY

OUNDEE

The Ciy Councd weshes to discaver lhe views of paents whase chidren atend &
aarominatichal schoo on the future of denominations! secondary schoois i Duntes. Lisied
below are two opftions. Opton 1 18 fhe pressnt pasiion. Oplien 2 i a possibilgy for futurs
ACEsan

You are asked o mark & Grass N he B opposite the aplion you prefer
1 Lawside Acadomy, 5§ John's High Schaol and 831 Saviour's High

School shouwld be retained on thelr present sites, I thelr
pragent condition.

OR

4 Lawside Academy and 51 Saviour's High Sehosl shoukd be .
marged and relocabed In 8 new school on a site at Kirkton Park
and 5t Jahn's High Schood should be extended and refurbished.

The cost of the peasibles merger of Lawside Academy and 5t Saviour's High School
and relocating 1o & new school on a site at Kirkton Park and 51 John's High Schoal
being extandsd and refurbizhed would be an additional E2.97 milllon par yodr i
fram the Scotiish Executive.

These resources are not available to the City Council at this time, and would reguirs
the City Council to make a futura bid for Public Private Partnership funding or o
utilise other capitsl resources which may be available.

This consubtation exercise is for the purpose of nforming the Best Value Rewview
Group and does nol conslituls part of the current formal Schools PPP Project
mu:lil:h procederes, However, further formal consultation may be required ot a
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Owr Lady'y Primary
School Board

29 Mevember 2008

Anne Wilson,

birecter of Education,
Tayside House,

¢8 Crichvien Street,
bisndes,

Db 38T,

Dear Ms Wilson,

I am writing an behalf of the above named School Board, The members
ef the Board would like to intimate their preference For Option 2.

Yours sincereky,

r’ I|:"'.|..

;:. MecCobe,
Clerk 1o the Board.
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SS Peter and Paul's School Board
25 Mowember, 037

Anme Wilson

Floar §, Tayside Houss
Chehlon Steet
Dunidee DEX] IR

UESTHINSAIRE ON THE FUTURE OF DENOMINATHINAL
SECONDARY SCHIHMLE IN DUNDEE
Diear Adnrs Wilson
Ii 1= the weew ol the above boaid nd parenis of 55 Peier ond Poul’s, that we support

Crpison 2 do merge Lawasile Acsdemy and S50 Savio's High School and 1o refurbish
5t Iohn's Hipgh Schoal

Eml:l:rjy] '.fﬁyurla.___. L
Scott Mirchell
{ herirpaorsin
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