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REPORT TO: DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL EDUCATION COMMITTEE –
16 DECEMBER 2002

REPORT ON: CONSULTATION ON THE FUTURE OF DENOMINATIONAL
SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN DUNDEE – SUMMARY OF RESULTS

REPORT BY: DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

REPORT NO: 891-2002

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update the Education Committee on the summary of
results of the survey of parents/carers and staff of all Dundee City Council
denominational primary and secondary schools. This survey was carried out following on
the urgent decision of the Director of Education detailed in Report No 852-2002
approved in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation and entitled “Consultation on the
Future of Denominational Secondary Schools in Dundee”.  A survey was carried out of
all parents and staff with regard to the future of denominational secondary school
provision in the City.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 The committee is asked to

(i) Take note of the contents of this report

(ii) Forward the content of this report as evidence to a Best Value Review Working
Group for their consideration.

3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

3.1 None

4.0 LOCAL AGENDA 21 IMPLICATIONS

4.1 All questionnaire forms were printed on recycled paper.

5.0 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1 None

6.0 BACKGROUND

6.1 This survey was carried out following on the urgent decision of the Director of Education
detailed in Report No 852-2002 approved in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation
and entitled “Consultation on the Future of Denominational Secondary Schools in
Dundee”.  A survey was carried out of all parents and staff with regard to the future of
denominational secondary school provision in the City.
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6.2 Survey forms were sent to the families of all children attending denominational schools
in the city, and to the staff of all denominational schools in the city.

6.3 Survey forms were returned to the Education Department by Monday 2 December 2002.

6.4 An official count was carried out by Education Department staff following procedures
that are operational for School Board elections.  

7.0 CURRENT SITUATION

The results of the survey were as follows:

Survey of families

Number Percentage of forms returned
Number of families surveyed 3639
Survey forms returned 1640 45.1
Option 1 – “Lawside Academy, St

John’s High School and
St Saviour’s High
School should be
retained on their present
sites, in their present
condition.”

620 37.9 *

Option 2 – “Lawside Academy and
St Saviour’s High
School should be
merged and relocated in
a new school on a site
at Kirkton Park and St
John’s High School
should be extended and
refurbished.”

1008 61.4 *

Rejected Papers 12 0.7 *

Survey of staff

Number Percentage of forms returned
Survey forms distributed 561
Survey forms returned 296 52.8
Option 1 45 15.2 *
Option 2 243 82.1 *
Rejected Papers 8 2.7 *

* As these figures have been rounded to one decimal place the sum of the result may
not add up to 100%

7.1 124 respondents (6.8% of those replying) chose one of the two options but also took the
opportunity to express feelings regarding the project via their questionnaire. Of these,
107 respondents who chose option 2 (8.9% of those who chose this option) chose to
express their objection to the site at Kirkton Park, and called for further discussion and
consultation over this aspect of the proposal.
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7.2 School Boards of denominational schools were contacted by the Director of Education
and asked to express a view regarding the options. Four boards responded. All chose
Option 2. Two Boards expressed concern over the site. These responses are attached.

7.3 The result of the survey indicates support for the merger of Lawside Academy and
St Saviour’s High School on the site at Kirkton Park and the refurbishment of St John’s
High School.

8.0 PROPOSAL

8.1 It is proposed that the Education Committee forward the content of this report as
evidence to a Best Value Review Working Group for their consideration.

9.0 CONSULTATION

9.1 Consultation on the contents of this report was carried out with the Chief Executive and
the Directors of Corporate Planning, Support Services and Finance

10.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers, as defined by Section 50D of the Local Government (Scotland)
Act 1973 (other than any containing confidential or exempt information), were relied on
to any material extent in preparing the above Report.

ANNE WILSON
Director of Education

5/12/2002

AW/NJ
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