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1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 This report is to inform Committee of the Council's intention to encourage cycling 
through the Get Cycling Bike Boost Initiative as part of the Dundee Travel Active 
programme. 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee  

a approves the payment of a grant of £100,000 to Get Cycling to deliver their Bike 
Boost Initiative in central Dundee; 

b Remits the Director of City Development, in consultation with the Depute Chief 
Executive (Support Services) and Director of Finance to enter into an 
appropriate conditional grant agreement with Get Cycling to deliver the Bike 
Boost Initiative. 

3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 The Dundee Travel Active Programme originally included provision for a self service 
cycle hire scheme. 

3.2 Following discussions with Scottish Government Smarter Choices, Smarter Places 
Programme Board, Dundee City Council has approval to spend £100,000 of the 
Dundee Travel Active budget on a Community Cycle Loan Scheme. 

3.3 The above recommendation will be fully financed by Scottish Government's grant for 
Dundee Travel Active.  It is possible that cycle hire element of the Scottish 
Government grant will be forfeited if not spent on activity to promote cycling in 
Dundee. 

4 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Dundee City Council are currently delivering the Dundee Travel Active programme.  
This is a £2.2 million programme from 2008-2011 to promote active travel (walking 
and cycling) to improve health and the environment in Dundee.   

4.2 The project area includes the City Centre, Hilltown, Stobswell and the West End. 

4.3 The programme includes a range of measures that are: 

• Improving information on active travel options (including a website and printed 
materials); 
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• Improving infrastructure (a range of small and larger scale measures to overcome 
barriers to active travel); and 

 
• Promoting behavioural change (including personal travel planning, the 

development of a brand, and promotional events). 
 

4.4 The programme is managed by Dundee City Council.  Individual projects are 
managed by a variety of Council and external staff members.   

4.5 Part of the commitment was to deliver a self-service cycle hire scheme.  This scheme 
had the objective to promote cycle usage amongst those people that do not presently 
travel by active and sustainable transport modes. 

4.6 Dundee Travel Active considered commercial offers to deliver a self service cycle 
hire scheme similar to the Velib scheme in Paris and Bicing scheme from Barcelona.  
Unfortunately the offers were unaffordable in terms of the ongoing maintenance 
costs.  These were estimated at up to £250,000 per annum. 

4.7 Alternative cycle hire delivery mechanisms were investigated with discussions and 
advice from active travel campaign groups such as SUSTRAN and Get Cycling. 

4.8 The outcome of this further research was that a cycle library/community cycle loan 
scheme would be the most affordable approach. 

4.9 This change of delivery mechanism was agreed with the Scottish Government's 
Smarter Choices Smarter Places Programme Board. 

4.10 The Get Cycling proposal for Bike Boost in Dundee is practical, deliverable, 
affordable and proven to work elsewhere (Appendix 1 has details of the Get Cycling 
proposal). 

4.11 Approximately 200 bicycles and associated equipment (locks, lights and helmets etc) 
will also be purchased through Get Cycling.  This is estimated to cost approximately 
£50,000. 

4.12 After the initial period has been concluded in Autumn 2010, the Bike Boost approach 
will be assessed in terms of conversion rates. 

5 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 This Report has been screened for any policy implications in respect of 
Sustainability, Strategic Environmental Assessment, Anti-Poverty, Equality Impact 
Assessment and Risk Management.  

The major issues identified are: 
 
• The Get Cycling iniative will promote cycling therefore reducing car dependence 

and improving air quality in line with Sustainable Transport and Travel. 
 

• Cycling is an affordable mode of transport and the loan nature will allow all 
eligible citizens the opportunity to trial this mode. 
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6 CONSULTATIONS 

6.1 The Chief Executive, Depute Chief Executive (Support Services), Director of Finance 
and Assistant Chief Executive have been consulted and are in agreement with the 
contents of this report. 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

7.1 Agenda Note 162 - 2008. 

 
 
 
 
 
Mike Galloway  Neil Gellatly 
Director of City Development  Head of Transportation 
 
 
NHG/ES  12 March 2010 
 
Dundee City Council 
Tayside House 
Dundee 
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APPENDIX 1 
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