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REPORT TO: ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE – 9
th

 DECEMBER 2013 

 
REPORT ON: LAUNCH OF DUNDEE ECO STARS FLEET RECOGNITION SCHEME 

REPORT BY: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT 

 

REPORT NO: 509-2013 

 

 

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

 

1.1 To advise Committee of the Dundee ECO Stars Fleet Recognition Scheme and the launch 
event at Discovery Point on the 13

th
 December 2013 

 
 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
2.1 It is recommended that Committee notes the aims of the ECO Stars Fleet Recognition 

Scheme and the launch of the Scheme in Dundee.  
 
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
3.1 The expenditure required for the financial year 2013/2014 can be met from the Environment 

Department’s revenue budget.  The Director of Corporate Services advises that all costs will 
be met from the Scottish Government Air Quality Grant 2013/14. 

 
 
4.0 MAIN TEXT 
 
4.1 The Environment Act 1995 and associated regulations established the Local Air Quality 

Management system (LAQM), under which all local authorities in Scotland are required to 
regularly review and assess air quality in their areas against objectives for several pollutants 
of particular concern for human health. If this work indicates that any objective will not be 
achieved by the required date, the authority concerned must declare an Air Quality 
Management Area (AQMA) and produce an action plan outlining how it intends to tackle the 
issues identified. 

 
4.2 In accordance with our statutory responsibilities the Council has declared an AQMA in respect 

of the annual mean for nitrogen dioxide and fine particulates and the hourly mean objective 
for nitrogen dioxide.  The Council’s Air Quality Action Plan was approved in January 2011 and 
it contains 32 different measures that will help improve air quality in the city.  The ECO Stars 
Fleet Recognition Scheme meets the aims of Measure 6 which aims to reduce emissions 
from Heavy Goods Vehicles. 

 
4.3 ECO Stars was originally created in South Yorkshire and has since been adopted by other 

areas in the UK including Nottingham, Falkirk, Mid Devon, City of York, and Edinburgh as well 
as several cities across Europe. In total, the schemes have more than 150 members with over 
14,000 vehicles  The ECO Stars is a scheme which engages with commercial operators at a 
local level encouraging and helping them to reduce the impact of their transport activities on 
air quality and the environment . 

 
4.4 The scheme aims to provide recognition and guidance on environmental best practice to 

operators of goods vehicles, buses and coaches whose fleet are either based in or regularly 
serve the city.  The voluntary scheme is free to join and comes with the added benefit of 
providing tools and on-going support for operators to reduce costs and their environmental 
impact.  The ECO Stars initiative provides another tool to assist the council in reducing air 
pollution within the city through positive engagement with the various transport operators in 
the city.  As a fleet operator the Council is entitled to join the scheme and thus benefit from 
improved operational efficiency. 
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4.5 The Council was awarded £33k from the Scottish Government’s Air Quality Grant 2013/14 to 
set up the Dundee ECO Stars Fleet Recognition Scheme in the city.  South Yorkshire holds 
the intellectual property rights for the ECO Stars scheme concept, and all schemes are 
assisted by Transport & Travel Research Ltd, who provides the necessary technical support 
and engagement with the transport sector.  The Dundee ECO Stars scheme is being rolled 
out in Dundee by Transport and Travel Research Ltd in preparation for the official launch on 
Friday 13

th
 December at the Discovery Point. 

 
 
5.0 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 
5.1 This report has been screened for any policy implications in respect of Sustainability, 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, Anti-poverty, Equality Impact Assessment and Risk 
Management.  There are no major issues. 

 
 
6.0 CONSULTATIONS 

 
6.1 The Chief Executive, Director of Corporate Services, Head of Democratic and Legal Services 

and Director of City Development have all been consulted in relation to this report. 
 
 
7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 

7.1 None 
 
 
 
 
Ken Laing 
Director of Environment 

 Kenny Kerr 
Head of Environmental Protection 

 
18 November 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
T:\documents\INTRANET\REPORTS\2013\December\509-2013.docx  



4 
T:\documents\INTRANET\REPORTS\2013\December\509-2013.docx 

 


