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1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 This report seeks Committee approval for the revised Dundee Cycling Strategy (attached as 
Appendix 1). 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

a approves the updated Dundee Cycling Strategy 2019 and instructs officers to work 
towards delivering the actions contained within it; and 

b approves the use of the ring fenced Transport Scotland funding for the purchase of 
approximately 60 e-bikes that will help support the introduction of the Ride-On public 
bike hire scheme in Dundee. 

3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 Adoption and implementation of the actions contained within the Dundee Cycling Strategy 
requires to be contained within City Development’s existing capital and revenue budgets, 
supplemented by external funding from the Scottish Government and other sources.  An 
embedded Senior Project Officer employed by Sustrans has been working with Dundee City 
Council since October 2018.  This is a three year agreement with the post funded by 
Transport Scotland and Air Quality funding.  

3.2 The purchase of approximately 60 e-bikes worth £50k will be funded with money awarded to 
Dundee City Council by the Energy Saving Trust who administer the E-Bike Grant Fund on 
behalf of Transport Scotland.  The grant has been made to Dundee City Council for this 
specific purpose of supporting the introduction of the Ride-On public e-bike hire scheme.  

4 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Dundee City Council approved the city’s first Cycling Strategy in June 2016 (Article V of the 
City Development Committee held on 27 June 2016, Report 195-2016 refers).  Within the 
original strategy document, there was an action to review and refresh the strategy every three 
years to ensure that progress was recorded and that the actions remained relevant.  Last 
year, a progress report was delivered to the Council’s City Development committee 
highlighting some of the successes to date (Article V of the City Development Committee held 
on 29 October 2018, Report 258-2018 refers). 

4.2 A number of actions contained within the 2016 strategy have been delivered and have no or 
limited ongoing obligations to the Council.  These actions have now been removed from the 
2019 strategy.   Where actions are ongoing, these remain in the strategy.  Many actions 
require continuous support to deliver on-going improvement and it is therefore expected that 
they will feature in any refreshed and updated strategy.  Some actions that are no longer 
considered appropriate have been removed.  Changes to the actions are detailed in Appendix 
2.  
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4.3 The Council has engaged with the Dundee Cycling Forum when conducting this review of the 

Dundee Cycling Strategy.  Officers have also engaged with Sustrans who lead on ensuring all 
local authorities have up to date active travel strategies.  TACTRAN, the Regional Transport 
Partnership has also been engaged in this review of the strategy.  It is noted that during the 
preparation of the 2016 strategy, a wider group of stakeholders was engaged and their 
feedback and comments remain in the 2019 strategy. 

4.4 The city’s cycling and walking network has expanded and improved since 2016.  Particular 
highlights include: 

 Improvements at Caird Park including Toucan Crossings over the Kingsway; 

 Improved paths through the central waterfront and along Riverside Drive; 

 The opening of the new Docks Way between Dundee City Centre and Broughty Ferry; 
and 

 Secure cycle parking being created at Dundee Railway Station.   

Dundee’s bid to create segregated cycle lanes on Lochee Road, Princess Street and Victoria 
Road – the Northern Links project – was submitted to SUSTRANS in April 2019 but was not 
successful in securing the multi-year funding required to deliver the project. 

4.5 With external funding available to the Council, a new schools engagement project has been 
established via a service level agreement with Leisure & Culture Dundee.  The new Active 
Travel team is based at the Ancrum Centre and will complement the excellent work already 
being delivered by the city’s Bikeability co-ordinator by offering a range of cycling activities to 
school pupils. 

4.6 Dundee City Council is working with Ride-On Scotland to deliver a major public bike hire 
scheme for the city.  The scheme is expected to launch in autumn 2019.  The initiative, which 
has emerged from the MILL project of developing and piloting innovative mobility technology 
in Dundee, will see circa 350 e-bikes provided at 40 docking stations in the city in the next 12 
months.  Dundee City Council has secured £50k from the Energy Saving Trust’s E-Bike Grant 
Fund to purchase e-bikes that will support the implementation of the scheme.  The e-bikes will 
be leased to Ride-On in exchange for discounted offers that can be used to extend the 
membership of the scheme to identified groups, including residents living in areas where 
there are low levels of bike ownership.  The e-bikes require to be fully compatible with the 
new scheme and will be supplied by Ride-On.  

4.7 Baseline data for cycling is required to measure success.  The 2016 Cycling Strategy set a 
number of targets over a five and ten year period.  The Council seeks to double the number of 
journeys made by bike over five years and double the number of people reporting that they 
cycle at least monthly.  The Council also seeks to double the number of pupils travelling to 
school by bike by 2021.  Progress is being made in all these areas with the highlight being a 
large increase in the number of pupils arriving at school by bike (4.3% mode share in 2018 
compared to 2.5% mode share in 2016).  The annual cycling monitoring report published by 
Cycling Scotland in 2018 showed Dundee being one of the top five local authorities for 
commuter cycling with 7.5% of those surveyed saying that they usually or regularly travel to 
work by bike.  

5 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 This report has been subject to an assessment of any impacts on Equality and Diversity, 
Fairness and Poverty, Environment and Corporate Risk.  There are no major issues. 



3   Report No 268-2019 

 
5.2 Implementation of the actions contained in the Strategy can help to achieve a number of 

objectives included in the City Plan, such as, improving physical, mental health children and 
adults, reduce obesity, improve road safety as well as improving transport connections to 
communities.  

6 CONSULTATIONS 

6.1 The Council Management Team were consulted in the preparation of this report.  The Dundee 
Cycle Forum, Sustrans and TACTRAN were also invited to comment during the review of the 
Strategy. 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

7.1 None. 

 
 

Robin Presswood Author:  John Berry 
Executive Director of City Development  
 
Dundee City Council 
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APPENDIX 2 – CYCLING STRATEGY UPDATE 
 
LG2:  Dundee City Council will establish and offer to chair a Cycling Working Group (CyWG), 
comprising invited representatives of relevant DCC service areas, public, and third sector 
organisations with an interest in promoting cycling, in order to co-ordinate investment and effort to 
meet shared objectives  
 
The Cycling Working Group (CyWG) met a number of times during the preparation of the 2016 
Cycling Strategy.  The CyWG has now been reconvened and members are meeting and 
corresponding regularly.  A sub-group, with a focus on the delivery of infrastructure projects has also 
been established. 
 
LG3:  Dundee City Council will establish a Cycling Forum, linked to existing Outdoor Access Forums, 
meeting at least annually, in order to develop and facilitate better communications on cycling issues 
between the Council (and, by extension, other CyWG members) and residents of the city.  
 
The Dundee Cycle Forum was established following the 2016 Strategy and now operates 
independently of Dundee City Council.  The forum meets every two months and provides and 
effective link between members of the cycling community and council officers and elected members.  
www.dundeecycling.co.uk welcomes new members. 
 
LG4: Dundee City Council will establish and monitor a dedicated email address 
cycling@dundeecity.gov.uk to further encourage cycling dialogue between residents and the Council. 
This will help channel feedback to the Council officers on issues such as road design. 
 
The e-mail address has been active since 2016 and is monitored daily by officers in the Sustainable 
Transport Team.  

 
LG5:  Dundee City Council will appoint a Councillor Cycling Champion to advocate, inspire and lead 
work that encourages cycling.  
 
Councillor Kevin Cordell has been appointed Cycling Spokesperson for Dundee City Council. 
 
LG9:  ‘Dundee City Council will seek to spend at least 5% of its own transport budget (i.e. excluding 
third party funding dedicated to cycling) on measures to encourage cycling and walking. This will 
apply to both capital and revenue spend.  
 
The Council is fully committed to increasing its global spend on active travel and will spend in excess 
of 5% of its transport budget on active travel in future years.   It is expected that an increasing share 
of capital and revenue funding will be committed to active travel modes.  The Scottish Government’s 
developing National Transport Strategy (NTS2) and the future availability of Transport Scotland 
grants, coupled with the Council’s own policies around public health, air quality and climate change 
will result in a greater focus on sustainable transport modes. 

OCI1:  Dundee City Council will work with Abellio ScotRail to ensure Dundee’s new rail station is 
easily accessible for people using bikes as part of their journey and has highly visible secure parking 
available there.  
 
The new rail station is located across the road from National Cycle Network Route 77 with a toucan 
crossings providing a safe route across to the station plaza. The secure cycle shelter at Dundee 
Railway station was opened in November 2018 and provides secure parking for 120 cycles.   
 
I5:  Dundee City Council will produce guidance that seeks to clarify the ‘rules of the road’ and reduce 
conflict between different road and path users  
 
Dundee specific rules of the road would be unenforceable and difficult to disseminate to residents and 
visitors to the city.  The Department for Transport is currently undertaking a review of the Highway 

http://www.dundeecycling.co.uk/
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Code which should provide greater protections for vulnerable road users and this, coupled with other 
national guidance on cycling, is deemed sufficient.  
 
ENA24:  Dundee City Council will fund a Sustrans I-Bike officer to work with Dundee School pupils.  
 
This action was delivered and an I-Bike officer was in post until 2018.   A review of this service 
concluded that greater value could be achieved by delivering a similar project through a service level 
agreement with Leisure & Culture Dundee.   
 
ENC4:  Dundee City Council will develop its school transport policy to offer entitled pupils the option 
of cycling vouchers as an alternative to the provision of free bus travel throughout the school year.  
 
It was agreed that home to school transport was best delivered through the continued provision of 
free bus travel, ensuring year round access to school. 

 


