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1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 

This report advises members of the outcome of the Inspection of the Local Authority on the 
Attainment Challenge undertaken by Education Scotland in February 2018.  The inspection report 
was recently published.  Education Scotland did not make any requirements or recommendations 
but they identified strengths and some aspects for development and this report highlights those. 
 

 
2.0  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 It is recommended that Committee: 
 
2.1 notes the summary of the inspection outlined in this report, with the report attached as Appendix 1; 

and 
 
2.2 asks the Executive Director of Children and Families Service to provide a regular update on the 

Attainment Challenge in Dundee including how the aspects for development have been taken 
forward.  

 
 
3.0  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 None. 
 
 
4.0   MAIN TEXT   
 
4.1   In 2017 Education Scotland introduced a new model of inspection of local authorities which 

Education Scotland piloted with West Dunbartonshire Council over the week beginning 11 December 
2017.  HM Inspectors and professional associates, working in partnership with Audit Scotland 
evaluated the education service strategies to improve learning, raise attainment and narrow the 
poverty related attainment gap.  These are the aims of the Scottish Attainment Challenge, a key 
Scottish Government programme introduced in 2015.  Within this programme, Dundee City Council 
is one of nine Challenge Authorities.   

 
As part of this inspection, Education Scotland use the same framework to evaluate the contribution 
of the Educational Psychological Service (EPS) to the Scottish Attainment Challenge in Dundee City 
Council.  All findings on this aspect are included throughout this report.  
 
Education Scotland undertook an inspection of Dundee City Council, Children and Families Service 
as an Attainment Challenge Local Authority which was announced by Gayle Gorman, Chief 
Executive, Education Scotland, in January 2018.  The inspection focused on the Attainment 
Challenge, exploring how well Dundee City Council is improving learning, raising attainment and 
closing the poverty related gap. The key findings of Inspection are outlined below: 

 
Dundee City is making good progress with improving learning, raising attainment and narrowing the 
poverty related attainment gap.  HM Inspectors are confident that the evidence and evaluation to 
date indicates that: 
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Strengths 
 

 Strong leadership of the Children and Families Service which has recently improved the pace of 
change through increased awareness of the need for improvement and appropriaie support and 
challenge within the system to deliver change.  

 Effective partnership working is providing a wide range of support for children and families and is 
leading to improvements in literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing. 

 A range of career-long professional learning opportunities is supporting practitioners to 
collaborate, test out changes in their practice, make better use of research and develop further 
their knowledge and skills. 

 Improved self-evaluation which is being supported by the recently improved framework, trios of 
schools working together and improved use of data and improvement methodology. 

 Very helpful advice to headteachers with regard to supporting them in their responsibilities with 
respect to PEF funding. 

 
Aspects for development 

 

 Continue to reduce the poverty related attainment gap across all sectors, building on lessons 
learned in the early years and primary and in health and wellbeing.  In so doing,  continue to 
raise the attainment of all children and young people in literacy and numeracy. 

 Review, based on evidence available, the number of initiatives which are being tested out and 
supported with a view to simplifying the landscape and gaining improved outcomes. 

 Continue to develop exit or continuation strategies for Scottish Attainment Challenge funded 
initiatives in order to embed practice and build on children’s progress. 

 Further strengthen the information provided on the Scottish Attainment Challenge to the Children 
and Family Services Committee to enhance scrutiny and transparency through for example, 
providing more information on the funding provided and used and an increased focus on 
progress against planned activity.  

 Building on the good start made, develop further the role of school improvement partnerships, 
using these as a mechanism to share good practice and collaboration of stakeholders across 
wider areas. 

 
What happens next? 
 
Education Scotland is confident that the evidence and evaluation to date indicates that Dundee City 
Council is making good progress in improving learning, raising attainment and closing the poverty 
related attainment gap.  Education Scotland is confident that the local authority’s self-evaluation 
processes are robust and leading to improvements.  As result Education Scotland will make no 
further evaluative visits in connection with this inspection. 

 
 
5.0 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 This report has been screened for any policy implications in respect of Sustainable Development, 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, Anti-Poverty, Integrated Impact Assessment and Risk 
Management.  There are no major issues.  

 
 
6.0 CONSULTATIONS 
 
6.1 The Council Management Team has been consulted in the preparation of this report. 
 
 
7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
7.1 None. 
 
 
 
PAUL CLANCY 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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